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“It is easy in this contest to take our eye off one significant ball. How will Tony Blair and
Gordon Brown and their army of New Labour spin-doctors and propagandists react to the
election of a new Conservative Leader?
 
In my view, their counter-offensive will be swift and savage. Blair and Brown know that
the first 100 days of a new Conservative leadership will be critical to the future direction
of politics in this country.
 
If they can inflict lasting damage on the new Leader, their chances of  reviving Labour’s
declining fortunes will be greatly enhanced. If they fail, our party will be well on the way
to securing victory at the next election.
 
For Blair and Brown are in deep trouble. Last week, in the vote on the terror Bill, I led
Conservative MPs in their first ever victory over the Prime Minister in the House of
Commons. Meanwhile, rebel Labour MPs are lining up to take on the Prime Minister
over his planned reforms of education, health and welfare.
 
My first point is simple. I will do no deals with Tony Blair. I will have no truck with
those who argue that because there is some merit in Blair’s plans, because he has taken a
couple of minor and ineffective steps in our direction, we should prop him up in the
Commons.
 
This is nonsense. Blair’s public service reforms are half-baked compromises between his
increasingly mutinous Left and his dwindling ranks of New Labour supporters. They will
not work and they deserve to be rejected. We are the only party capable of real reform of
our public services and we will have nothing to do with the Prime Minister’s elastoplast
policies.
 
Second, the Conservative Party should be braced for a fierce onslaught from the Labour
government once this contest is over. Blair will deploy all his formidable despatch box
skills from day one. He will patronise, he will bully, he will ridicule, he will demand to
know where’s the beef, he will boast of his experience and attempt to belittle his new
rival. And he will be roared on by his backbench bully-boys, who are terrified that our
great party is once again on the march.
 
I am ready for that fight. I know what to expect from Tony Blair. And I believe I have the
skills to face him down. After 18 years in the Commons, after working as a government
Minister, after chairing the powerful Public Accounts Committee, after holding senior
Shadow Cabinet positions, after bringing down two ministers – Beverley Hughes and
David Blunkett, I am ready for Tony Blair.
 
I give you one pledge today. I will take Blair on and beat him. I believe I am the



candidate best equipped to withstand the Blair/Brown offensive and see our party
through.

It will take guts, resilience, a vision of a new Conservative future for our country and,
above all, experience to withstand the fire to come. I will not let you down.”


