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On 27 June 2007, Gordon Brown 
finally entered 10 Downing Street 
as Prime Minister – unelected by 
either his party or the country.  

He had plotted that moment for 
years – ever since he made the 
“Granita pact” with Tony Blair in 
1994.  But despite 13 years of 
planning, Gordon Brown’s premier-
ship has been an absolute disaster 
– for him, for the Labour Party and, 
far more seriously, for Britain.   

In just one year, the grievous er-
rors Brown made as Chancellor of 
the Exchequer have come home 
to roost. On his watch, during ten 
years of global economic growth, 
the Government overspent and 
overborrowed, leaving nothing in 
reserve for the difficult times.  As 
a result, taxes are up, borrowing is 
up and the cost of living is up.

And despite all those years of 
planning, Gordon Brown had no 
big vision for Britain and no an-
swers to the long-term challenges 
we face.  Instead, he has given 
us more of the same old Labour 
spin and cynical political manoeu-
vres.  As this book sets out, he has 

shown himself to be dithering and 
incompetent – arguably the worst 
Prime Minister in history.

When Gordon Brown finally sum-
mons up the courage to call a gen-
eral election, the question people 
will ask is: “do we want five more 
years of this?”
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The timeline below plots the rise and fall of the Labour Party’s popularity under 
Gordon Brown. It shows the percentage of people who would vote Labour in a 
general election.

This timeline shows Gordon Brown’s net satisfaction rating since he took over 
as Prime Minister.  In just one year, his net ratings have gone from +11 to -60.

Data source: Yougov polls.
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Brown takes over: 27 June

Brown bottled election: 6 Oct

Run on Northen Rock: 14 Sept

HMRC discgate: 20 Nov

Queen's speech full of stolen Tory policies: 6 Nov
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Labour crushed in Crewe and Nantwich by-election: 22 May

In response to the question: Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with Gordon Brown as Prime Minister?
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During his campaign to become 
Labour leader, and in the early 
days of his premiership, Gordon 
Brown set out a series of aims 
he wanted to achieve as Prime 
Minister. But as the following 
section demonstrates, he has 
failed on every single one. 

A. Economic Stability
“I set out my pledge to make stability the 
central pillar of my economic and business 
policy” (Gordon Brown, Speech to the CBI 
President’s dinner, 15 May 2007).

1. First run on a bank for 150 years. 
The UK is the only country to have had a 
run on a high-street bank, demonstrating 
the failure of the banking supervisory 
system designed by Gordon Brown. The 
Government’s disastrous nationalisation 
of Northern Rock means that taxpayer 
liabilities stand at over £100 billion – 
more than £3,500 for every household 
(Northern Rock, Annual Report 2007).

2. Inflation has doubled. In May, CPI 
inflation rose 0.3 per cent to 3.3 per cent 
– the highest rate of CPI inflation since July 
1992.  Inflation has doubled under Labour 
– the current rate is twice as high as the 
rate Gordon Brown inherited in May 1997 
(1.6 per cent) (ONS Series D7BT). 

3. Borrowing is rising. In October, 
Alistair Darling predicted he would borrow 
£120 billion over the next four years. But 
this figure has now risen to £160 billion,

including an extra £7 billion of borrowing 
in the next year alone. The UK’s budget 
deficit is over 3 per cent of GDP – the 
worst of all industrial economies, with the 
exception of Pakistan, Egypt, and Hungary 
(The Economist, May 2008).

4. More exposed than other countries. 
While many countries are experiencing an 
economic slowdown, Alan Greenspan, the 
former Chairman of the Federal Reserve,  
has warned that the UK economy is “more 
exposed” than the US economy to financial 
instability (The Daily Telegraph, 18 
September 2007).

5. Brown disciplined by 
EU Commission. The European 
Commission is to start disciplinary 
proceedings against the UK for breaching 
its economic rules. It says Britain’s 
budget deficit is growing too large. The 
disciplinary proceedings are, in effect, a 
formal warning to curb borrowing, cut 
spending or both (The Daily Telegraph, 12 
June 2008).

1.1 Brown the fAilure
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B. Cracking down on gun 
and knife crime
“Five years for carrying a gun, two years 
for a knife - there will be no let up in our 
efforts to bear own on these crimes”
(Gordon Brown, Speech to the Association 
of Chief Police Officers, Manchester, 19 
June 2007).

1. Knife offenders are avoiding jail. 
In February, the latest annual Government 
figures showed that just 16 per cent of 
offenders convicted of carrying a knife in a 
public place receive a custodial sentence. 
Of the 6,320 offenders found guilty in 
England and Wales, just 995 were given a 
custodial sentence (Hansard, 18 February 
2008, Col. 203W).

2. Knife offenders are avoiding 
prosecution. In March, Government 
figures revealed that more than 28 per 
cent of knife crime offenders receive 
either a caution or a warning.  Of the 
10,776 people brought to justice for knife 
possession in the last year, 2,300 were let 
off with a caution and a further 777 were 
given a final warning (Hansard, 31 March 
2008, Col. 614W).

3. Just nine knife offenders have 
received maximum sentences. In May, 
Government figures revealed that, under 
Labour, over 48,000 people have been 
convicted of knife possession offences, 
but just nine received the maximum 
custodial sentence of two years (Hansard, 
16 May 2008, Col. 1832W). 

4. Knife crime epidemic. Last year, in 
London alone, 18 teenagers were stabbed 
to death.  Between January and the middle 
of June this year, 11 teenagers in London 
were stabbed to death.  Nationally, 32 
teenagers were murdered over this period, 
17 of them as a result of stabbings.

C. British Jobs for British Workers
“I want to ensure that the jobs available 
in Britain are available for British workers 
who are looking for jobs” (Gordon Brown, 
Speech at GMB Conference, 5 June 2007).

1. Flagship policy illegal under 
EU Law. Last June, Gordon Brown 
announced a new policy of providing 
“British jobs for British workers”, which 
he reiterated in his September Labour 
Conference speech (24 September 
2007). But the proposals would be illegal 
under EU law.  Article 39 of the Treaty 
Establishing the European Community 
states: “Freedom of movement for 
workers… shall entail the abolition of 
any discrimination based on nationality 
between workers of the Member States as 
regards employment, remuneration and 
other conditions of work and employment”.

2. Exposed as a gimmick. Parliamentary 
questions tabled by the Conservatives 
immediately after the initial announcement 
exposed the proposal as a gimmick. The 
Government was forced to admit, just 
three weeks after Brown’s announcement, 
that they “have no specific plans to sign 
partnerships to promote jobs for British 
citizens” (Hansard, 25 June 2007, Col. 138W).  

3. Echoing the BNP. Gordon Brown’s 
policy echoed a longstanding British 
National Party slogan – “keep British jobs 
for British workers” – also used by the 
National Front (BNP, May 2006 Newsletter; 
Daily Mail, 9 November 2007).

4. Disproved by his record. Under 
Gordon Brown as Chancellor, over 60 per 
cent of employment growth resulted from 
foreign workers moving to the UK.  The 
number of people in employment has 
increased by 2.5 million since 1997, but at 
least 1.5 million of these can be attributed 
to the influx of foreign workers (Hansard, 
18 July 2007, Col. 442W).

D. Ending Poverty
“And let me say also that in the fourth 
richest country in the world it is simply 
wrong – wrong that any child should 
grow up in poverty” (Special Labour Party 
Conference, Manchester, 24 June 2007).

1. Child poverty up two years in a 
row. The number of children in poverty 
has risen by 100,000 in each of the last 
two years.  The number of children in 
poverty now stands at 2.9 million before 
housing costs and 3.9 million after 
housing costs (DWP, Households Below 
Average Income, June 2008).

2. Pensioner poverty higher than in 
1997. The number of pensioners living on 
below 60 per cent of the median income 
measured before housing costs (the 
Government’s official measure of poverty) 
is 100,000 higher than in 1997 (DWP, 

Households Below Average Income, June 
2008). 

3. Government will miss poverty 
target. The Institute for Fiscal Studies has 
predicted that, on current policies, the 
Government will miss its target to halve 
child poverty by 2010 by 500,000 children 
(IFS, Press Release, 10 June 2008).

4. Poorest families getting poorer. 
The average incomes of the poorest 10 
per cent of the population fell by £5 last 
year (DWP, Households Below Average 
Income, June 2008).

E. Strengthening our liberties
“I have no doubt that the best answer to 
disengagement from our democracy is to 
renew our democracy. And that means 
more change... to strengthen our liberties, 
to uphold the freedom of speech” (Speech 
to Labour Conference, Bournemouth, 24 
September 2007).

1. Brown pushes to extend detention 
without charge. The Government lost 
the argument over 42 days detention, but 
bought the votes it needed in Parliament. 
The human rights group Liberty pointed 
out that “the existing 28-day limit already 
far exceeds equivalent limits in other 
comparable democracies” (Liberty, Press 
Release, 11 June 2008) and yet Gordon 
Brown wants to extend it to six weeks. 
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2. ID cards and ID database planned. 
Gordon Brown is pushing ahead with 
plans for ID cards and a massive National 
Identity Register containing the personal 
details and fingerprints of every adult 
in the country. In December, the Home 
Office revealed that over a million 
innocent people are on the national DNA 
database – of the 4.2 million individuals 
on the database, only 3.1 million have a 
conviction, caution, formal warning or 
reprimand recorded on the Police National 
Computer (Hansard, 13 December 2007, 
Col. 761W).

3. New “bin police” with powers of 
entry. Gordon Brown’s Government has 
enthusiastically forged ahead with plans 
to give town hall officials new powers to 
enter homes, take photographs, take away 
samples, and “investigate as required” 
(House of Commons Library, Searching 
dustbins and terrorist activity, 24 April 
2008). Householders can be fined up to 
£5,000 for refusing entry.

4. Council tax inspectors building 
database of homes. Council tax 
inspectors already have 1.6 million 
photographs of people’s homes on file 
(Hansard, 10 March 2008, Col. 130W). To 
assist the revaluation process, council tax 
snoopers have recently purchased 800 
digital cameras, and 1,100 laser measures, 
costing over £300,000 (Hansard, 22 May 
2008, Col. 440W; Hansard, 14 May 2008, 
Col. 1630W; Hansard, 21 April 2008, Col. 
1689W). 

F. Giving more power to Parliament 
and the people
“I want a new constitutional settlement 
for Britain... giving more power to 
Parliament... giving more power to 
the people” (Gordon Brown, Speech on 
becoming leader of the Labour Party, 24 
June 2007).

1. Parliament snubbed. On the day 
before Gordon Brown became Prime 
Minister, he said it was “frankly a good 
thing” that newspapers were briefed on 
key announcements before Parliament 
(The Independent, 27 June 2007). On his 
first full day in office, his spin doctors 
briefed the key names of Gordon Brown’s 
first Cabinet to the newspapers, before 
they were formally announced (The Times, 
29 June 2007).

2. Legislative programme briefed to 
newspapers first. Despite telling MPs 
that he wanted to introduce “a new British 
constitutional settlement that entrusts 
more power to Parliament and the British 
people” (Hansard, 3 July 2007, Col. 815), 
and would make announcements to 
Parliament first, Gordon Brown’s spin 
doctors leaked his legislative programme 
to the newspapers (The Daily Telegraph, 
11 July 2007; Daily Mirror, 11 July 2007).

3. Burying news. Despite Gordon 
Brown’s promise to restore power to 
Parliament, his Ministers made 100 
statements on the eve of it rising for 
summer recess (26 July 2007). New 
revelations buried in the Commons library 

late in the afternoon included: a new 
Government appointment for Gordon 
Brown’s personal donor, Paul Myners 
(Hansard, 25 July 2007, Col. 88WS); details 
of the £1.66 million “farewell tour” by 
Tony Blair (Cabinet Office, Overseas Travel 
by Cabinet Ministers, 25 July 2007); and 
a new list of “celebrities” entertained at 
Chequers at taxpayers’ expense (Hansard, 
25 July 2007, Col. 1110W).

G. The Class Free Society
“Merit rewarded in a Britain not divided by 
class but united by aspiration.  Showing 
a class-free society is not a slogan but 
in Britain can become a reality” (Gordon 
Brown, Speech to Labour Conference, 
Bournemouth, 24 September 2007).

1. Crewe and Nantwich “toff” 
campaign. Just months later, Brown 
approved a backward-looking, divisive 
and class-ridden Labour Party campaign 
for the Crewe and Nantwich by-election. 
The first Labour leaflet in the campaign 
attacked the alleged background of the 
Conservative candidate, questioning: 
“Do you really think a Tory toff from 
Tarporley really cares?”  Later literature 
featured pictures of Edward Timpson’s 
“mansion house”, a doctored photo of Mr 
Timpson in a top hat and a bow tie, and a 
questionnaire with questions such as: “Do 
you think that regeneration is adding a 
new wing to your mansion?”   

2. Blears’ class attack. Hazel Blears 
used her 2007 Conference speech to 
attack Boris Johnson on the basis of 

his background saying, “the last thing 
a modern, diverse, international-class 
capital like London needs is a fogeyish, 
bigoted and upper-class twit for its Mayor” 
(Hazel Blears, Speech to Labour Party 
Conference, September 2007).
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Gordon Brown’s Government has 
become synonymous with incom-
petence and failure – stemming 
from a total failure of political 
leadership from the Prime Minister 
down.

“yes I could have a mandate… for compe-
tence” (Gordon Brown, 6 October 2007)

1. HMRC “disc-gate” scandal – 25 
million records lost. On 20 November, 
Alistair Darling admitted that two compact 
discs containing Child Benefit data (names, 
addresses, dates of birth, National Insur-
ance numbers and bank details) had been 
lost by HM Revenue and Customs in tran-
sit to the National Audit Office. The discs 
contained details of 25 million individu-
als, and the bank details of fifteen million 
people (BBC News Online, 20 November 
2007).

2. Three million records lost in Iowa. 
In December, Ruth Kelly admitted that the 
personal details of three million learner 
drivers had been lost. The details were 
contained on a hard disk drive which was 
lost at a facility in Iowa City in May 2006 
(The Daily Telegraph, 19 December 2008).

3. Illegal workers working in security 
industry. On 11 November, the Sunday 
Mirror revealed that up to 5,000 workers 
without the right to work in the UK had 
been issued clearance by the Security In-
dustry Authority (SIA) which regulates the 
private security industry. Twelve illegal mi-

grant workers given an SIA licence worked 
in security jobs in the Metropolitan Police, 
including one who guarded the site where 
the Prime Minister’s car is parked (Hansard, 
13 November 2007, Col. 531). 

4. Top Secret Al-Qaeda files lost. On 
10 June, a Cabinet Office employee left 
two secret documents relating to Al-Qaeda 
and Iraq on a train seat. The documents, 
which were classified “Top Secret, for UK/
US/Canadian/Australian eyes only”, were 
handed to the BBC by a member of public. 
One document contained a “damning” 
assessment of Iraqi security forces. The 
other was entitled “Al-Qaeda Vulnerabili-
ties”. Ed Miliband admitted that there had 
been “a clear breach of well established 
security rules” (BBC News Online, 12 June 
2008).

5. “Sensitive files” left on Blears’ 
stolen laptop. On 17 June, it emerged 
that a laptop belonging to Hazel Blears, 
containing “sensitive files” about Govern-
ment plans to tackle extremism and other 
“classified Government documents”, was 
stolen from her constituency office.  It was 
reported that Blears could face disciplinary 
action because her constituency laptop 
should not have contained such sensitive 
information (Times Online, 17 June 2008).

1.2 Brown the  
inCompetent
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1.3 Brown the  
ditherer

Gordon Brown is physically 
incapable of taking a decision. If 
dithering were an Olympic sport, 
he would have a gold medal.  

“I take the decisions” (Gordon Brown, Daily 
Mail, 9 October 2007)

1. Dithering over the 10p tax rate. 
In his last Budget as Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown announced the abolition of the 
10p starting rate of income tax, despite 
warnings from Conservatives that it 
would hit 5.3 million low-earning families.  
When the changes came into force in 
early April, growing numbers of Labour 
MPs started to protest, but Brown and his 
ministers insisted they would not re-open 
the Budget.  He then dithered for weeks 
before Alistair Darling finally announced, 
on 13 May, that he would raise the 
personal tax allowance threshold by way 
of compensation. Even so, 1.1 million low 
earners will still lose out by up to £112 a 
year (Hansard, 13 May 2008, Col. 1202).

2. Dithering over an autumn general 
election. Gordon Brown appointed a 
general election co-ordinator before he 
became PM, started writing a manifesto 
within two weeks of taking over, and 
got his closest adviser to tell the press 
he was on an “election footing” (Ed Balls, 
Sunday Telegraph, 23 September 2007).  
But after months of dithering, Brown 
finally announced on 6 October there 
would be no general election in 2007. 
Brown claimed he wanted more time to 
set out his “vision” to the British people.  

But in reality, he was put off by polling in 
marginal constituencies which showed 
that Labour would have lost the election 
(BBC News Online, 6 October 2007).

3. Dithering for 154 days on Northern 
Rock. Five months after guaranteeing 
the deposits held by Northern Rock on 
17 September 2007, and after endless 
dithering over whether the bank should be 
sold or nationalised, Alistair Darling finally 
announced, on 17 February 2008, that the 
Government would nationalise it, leaving 
the taxpayer with liabilities of over £100 
billion (BBC News Online, 18 February 
2008).

4. Dithering on Capital Gains Tax. 
In the Pre-Budget Report on 9 October, 
Alistair Darling announced an 80 per 
cent hike in Capital Gains Tax (Pre-Budget 
Report, October 2007). After months of 
lobbying from the business community, 
and months of dithering by Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor finally offered a 
limited concession on 24 January  – but 
is still expecting the levy to raise £700 
million from entrepreneurs.

5. Dithering over the signing of 
the Lisbon Treaty. Gordon Brown 
dithered for days over whether to sign 
the EU Treaty. He finally opted to sign the 
document, but not to attend the official 
signing ceremony on 13 December.  “At 
first, Downing Street suggested that he 
would miss the entire event. When his 
attendance was confirmed at the start 
of the week, it was suggested he would 

sign the treaty in private. It was only on 
Tuesday that his officials finally announced 
he would sign in public” but not with 
other EU leaders (The Daily Telegraph, 14 
December 2007).

6. Dithering over the Beijing 
Olympics’ opening ceremony. In 
March, after Nicolas Sarkozy announced 
he might boycott the Beijing Olympics’ 
opening ceremony, Gordon Brown said 
he would attend the opening and closing 
ceremonies: “We will not be boycotting the 
Olympic Games; Britain will be attending 
the Olympic Games ceremonies” (BBC 
News Online, 10 April 2008).  Days 
later, he confirmed this saying that 
Britain would “be present at the Olympic 
ceremonies and I will certainly be there” 
(ibid).  But on 9 April, after two weeks 
of dithering, Downing Street announced 
that Brown will not attend the opening 
ceremony (ibid).
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Gordon Brown has consistently 
shown he is totally unprincipled, 
and interested only in political 
calculation. Time after time, he has 
attacked Conservative policies, 
only to steal them a short time 
later. 

“I will stick to the principles I have set out 
and do the right thing” (Gordon Brown, 
The Times, 2 June 2008)

1. Inheritance Tax. On 1 October, George 
Osborne announced proposals to raise the 
threshold for Inheritance Tax to £1 million. 
The day before the Pre-Budget Report, Gor-
don Brown attacked the proposal, saying 
“only 6% of the public do pay inheritance 
tax” (Press Conference, 8 October 2007). 
But in the Pre-Budget Report, Alistair Dar-
ling announced the IHT threshold for mar-
ried couples would be raised to £600,000.

2. Taxing non-doms. Following George 
Osborne’s announcement on 1 October, that 
a Conservative government would charge a 
flat-rate levy on non-doms, Gordon Brown’s 
Chancellor, Alistair Darling, immediately 
attacked the proposal, saying it was “impos-
sible” and the sums “do not add up” (Labour 
Party, Press Release, 1 October 2007). The 
day before the Pre-Budget Report, Gordon 
Brown dismissed the proposals as “uncos-
table, unaffordable” (Press Conference, 8 
October 2007). But in the Pre-Budget Report, 
Alistair Darling announced he would consult 
on a flat-rate charge on non-doms after they 
had been in the UK for seven years.

3. Air Passenger Duty. On 1 October, 
George Osborne called for Air Passenger 
Duty to be reformed as a levy per flight 
rather than per passenger, to encourage 
the more efficient use of planes. Just over 
a week later, in his Pre-Budget Report, 
Alistair Darling announced: “I intend from 
2009 to levy the duty not on individual 
passengers but on flights” (Hansard, 9 
October 2007, Col. 172).

4. Welfare reform. On 8 January, Conserva-
tives published a Green Paper calling for 
radical reform of the welfare system. One 
of the proposals was to use welfare-to-work 
services provided by the private and volun-
tary sector on a payment-by-results basis, 
according to their success in returning peo-
ple to sustainable employment. In February, 
James Purnell, Work and Pensions Secretary, 
announced that the private and voluntary 
sectors would have more of a role in deliver-
ing welfare-to-work programmes, with a 
greater emphasis on payment-by-results 
(DWP, Press Release, 28 February 2008).

5. Local police accountability. Over two 
years ago, David Cameron put forward the 
idea of “an individual who is directly elected, 
like a police commissioner” to be accountable 
for local policing (Speech to Crime Concern, 
16 January 2006). In September, Tony Mc-
Nulty, Brown’s Minister for Policing, dismissed 
the idea as “completely daft” (Daily Mail, 25 
September 2007). But in the draft Queen’s 
Speech, Gordon Brown announced “propos-
als for directly elected representatives to give 
local people more control over policing priori-
ties” (Hansard, 14 May 2008, Col. 1388). 

1.4 Brown the  
opportunist

Gordon Brown promised change, 
a new era of politics, free from 
the spin and cynicism of the Blair 
years.  But he has treated the 
British people like fools, breaking 
his promises and continuing the 
Downing Street spin operation.

“It is about a different type of politics – a 
more open and honest dialogue”
(Gordon Brown, Labour leadership accept-
ance speech, 17 May 2007)

1. Hypocrisy on 10p tax rate. Announc-
ing the launch of his Labour leadership 
campaign, Gordon Brown said: “I want to 
lead a government… that is on people’s 
side” (11 May 2007).  But for months, he 
couldn’t bring himself to admit that mil-
lions of the poorest families would lose 
out through the abolition of the 10p tax 
rate. On a plane back from the United 
States, Gordon Brown told journalists: 
“You’re wrong. No one will lose out… you 
guys have exaggerated it all” (Mail on 
Sunday, 20 April 2008).  It wasn’t until he 
faced defeat in the House of Commons 
that he sent Alistair Darling to announce a 
compensation measure on 13 May.

2. Hypocrisy on “open government”. 
In May 2007, Gordon Brown also said 
that “government must be more open and 
accountable to Parliament” and that he 
wanted “to build a shared national consen-
sus for a programme… that strengthens 
the accountability of all who hold power” 
(11 May 2007).  But as Prime Minister, he 

has refused to answer simple Parliamen-
tary questions, such as on his Downing 
Street Political Office, or the dates he met 
Ken Livingstone when he was London 
Mayor (Hansard, 3 December 2007, Cols 
848-9W; 31 March 2008, Col. 552W).  And 
the latest figures from the Ministry of 
Justice show that the Government depart-
ments most closely associated with Brown 
– the Treasury and now the Cabinet Office 
– have the worst records for answering 
Freedom of Information requests (Ministry 
of Justice, FOI Act 2000: Statistics on im-
plementation in central government, table 
3, 21 April 2008).

3. Hypocrisy on celebrities. On 11 May, 
Gordon Brown solemnly declared: “I do not 
believe politics is about celebrity”.  But in 
the last year, Brown has frequently tried to 
boost his popularity by meeting celebrities 
including David Beckham, George Clooney 
and Kylie Minogue.  He also appeared on 
American TV show, American Idol, and 
even publicised a phone call he shared 
with pop-star Shakira.

4. Brown campaign funded by “cro-
nies”. Gordon Brown also promised on 11 
May that he would “build the trust of the 
British people in our democracy”.  But less 
than three weeks later, Brown was accused 
of “cronyism” when Electoral Commission 
figures revealed that three major donors 
to his leadership campaign had previously 
held senior positions in major Government 
reviews. Paul Myners, who conducted two 
reviews for the Treasury, donated £9,700; 
Lord Leitch, who conducted a major skills 

1.5 Brown the  
hypoCrite
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review for the Treasury, gave £5,000; and 
John Miskelly, who was appointed to a 
panel on public services, donated £2,000.  
Myners was awarded a CBE in 2003, but 
it was reported that Brown had proposed 
a knighthood (Channel 4 News, 30 May 
2007).

5. Number of spin doctors rising. In 
May last year, Gordon Brown dispatched 
Harriet Harman to proclaim: “In future, 
under a Gordon Brown regime, we need to 
have no spin, no briefing, no secrets, and 
respect for Parliament” (BBC Newsnight, 
29 May 2007).  But in April this year, it 
was revealed that Gordon Brown had 
appointed eight spin doctors to Downing 
Street since January 2008, bringing the 
annual Downing Street wage bill for spin 
doctors to almost £2 million – more than 
under Tony Blair (The Daily Telegraph, 18 
April 2008).

1.6 Brownies

Gordon Brown is not only incapa-
ble of giving a straight answer to 
a straight question.  He also mis-
leads the public, quoting false and 
spurious statistics to try and con 
the British people.

“I think people should tell the truth… 
generally, my advice is to people to tell the 
truth” (Gordon Brown, Press Conference, 
12 June 2008)

1. Inflation lower than in 1997. At Prime 
Minister’s Questions on 16 January, Gordon 
Brown was asked: “Why is the rate of inflation 
running at a higher rate now than the one 
his Government inherited?”  Gordon Brown 
replied: “But it is not.  Inflation is 2.1 per cent” 
(Hansard, Col. 924).  In fact, CPI inflation in 
May 1997 was 1.6 per cent, significantly low-
er than the 2.1 per cent figure Brown quoted 
for January 2008 (ONS, CPI Time Series).

2. 10p tax rate was a transitional meas-
ure. As the Labour revolt grew over the 
abolition of the 10p starting rate of income 
tax, Gordon Brown claimed that it “was a 
transitional measure until we introduced the 
lower rate income tax and the tax credits” 
(BBC News Online, 4 May 2008). But the 
Labour Party’s 1997 Manifesto described very 
clearly the “long-term objective of ten pence 
starting rate of income tax” (New Labour: 
because Britain deserves better, 1997).

3. A million pensioners out of poverty. 
In April, during an interview on the Today 
programme, Gordon Brown claimed: “We’ve 

taken a million pensioners out of poverty” 
(30 April 2008). But the latest figures from 
the Department for Work and Pensions show 
that the number of pensioners on below 60 
per cent of the median income, measured 
before housing costs (the Government’s of-
ficial measure of child poverty), is 100,000 
higher than in 1997 (DWP, Households 
Below Average Income, June 2008).

4. Troops home before Christmas. On 
2 October, in the middle of the Conservative 
Party’s annual Conference, Gordon Brown 
flew to Iraq to announce that 1,000 British 
troops would be brought home from the re-
gion by Christmas.  But subsequent analysis 
showed that the withdrawal of 500 of the 
troops had already been announced, and a 
further 270 of the 1,000 had already returned 
to the UK, exposing Brown’s announcement 
as pure political opportunism and totally 
false (The Daily Telegraph, 3 October 2008).  
And answers to Parliamentary questions in 
January revealed that only 430 British troops 
were actually withdrawn from Iraq between 
September and December 2007 (Hansard, 16 
January 2008, Col. 1250W).

5. Wendy Alexander “didn’t” call for a 
referendum on Scottish independence. 
On 7 May, when asked by David Cameron, 
at Prime Minister’s Questions, if he agreed 
with Wendy Alexander that there should be a 
referendum on Scottish independence now, 
Gordon Brown replied: “That is not what she 
said” (Hansard, Col. 695). But just days before, 
Wendy Alexander, the leader of the Scot-
tish Labour Party, did call for a referendum, 
saying: “I don’t fear the verdict of the Scottish 
people – bring it on” (Scotsman, 5 May 2008).
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Labour insiders and MPs warned 
what Gordon Brown would be like 
as Prime Minister. But few can have 
predicted quite what a disaster he 
would become.

“Part of experience and judgement is to 
recognise that when you fall short, you 
listen, learn and … the best way to meet 
peoples priorities is to involve and engage 
people” (Gordon Brown, leadership launch 
speech, 11May 2007)

The warnings: Brown has “psycholog-
ical flaws”. “You know Gordon, he feels 
so vulnerable and insecure.  He has these 
psychological flaws” (Blair aide, quoted in 
Andrew Rawnsley, Servants of the people, 
2000).

The warnings: Brown will be an ab-
solute f***ing disaster. “It would be an 
absolute f***ing disaster if Gordon Brown 
was Prime Minister and I will do everything 
in my power to f***ing stop him” (A Gov-
ernment Minister, cited by Nick Robinson, 
BBC Radio 4, Today, 8 September 2006 
(reported to be Labour MP John Hutton, 
Daily Mail, 9 September 2006)).

The warnings: Great to have Blair 
back. “I predict that… in six months or a 
year’s time, people will be saying, ‘wouldn’t 
it be great to have that Blair back, because 
we can’t stand that Gordon Brown’” (La-
bour MP David Miliband, Question Time, 8 
February 2007).

October: Bottler Brown. “You bottled it 
[the general election]” (Labour MP Ed Balls, 
cited in Mail on Sunday, 21 October 2007).

November: Captain of the Titanic. 
“Gordon is the captain of the Titanic” (A La-
bour MP, Daily Mail, 26 November 2007).

November: Brown’s system constipat-
ed. “The system is getting constipated...
Stuff goes in but nothing comes out. There 
are lots of policies being floated by Min-
isters and officials but no decisions being 
made at the top” (A senior Labour official, 
Mail on Sunday, 18 November 2007).

November: From Stalin to Mr Bean. 
“The House has noticed the Prime Minis-
ter’s remarkable transformation in the 
past few weeks from Stalin to Mr Bean cre-
ating chaos out of order, rather than order 
out of chaos” (Lib Dem MP Vince Cable, 
Hansard, 28 November 2007, Col. 275). 

December: Brown’s ineptitude. “I think 
Gordon has shown ineptitude on a number 
of issues” (Labour MP John McDonnell, The 
Sun, 8 December 2007).

January: Only capable of the wrong 
decisions. “The tragedy of Gordon Brown 
is the only big decisions he is capable of 
taking are the wrong ones” (Labour MP 
Alan Simpson, The Independent, 7 January 
2008).

February: Brown dithers. “Gordon must 
stop being a ditherer. He lacks courage. He 
looks at his papers, dithers and isn’t sure” 

2.1 Gordon Brown:
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(Labour MP Charles Clarke, Daily Mail, 10 
February 2008).

March: Brown needs a magician. 
“Brown doesn’t need a speechwriter: he 
needs a magician” (Phil Collins, Former 
Blair speechwriter, The Times, 31 March 
2008).

April: Brown’s a “scared rabbit”. “He’s 
a bit like a scared rabbit in the headlights” 
(Labour MP Ian Gibson, Evening Standard, 
14 April 2008).

April: Brown put on earth to remind 
people how good Blair was. “Gordon 
Brown was put on earth to remind people 
how good Tony Blair was” (Labour Peer 
Lord Desai, Evening Standard, 17 April 
2008).

April: “Brown is mental”. “The trouble 
is that Gordon is basically mental. Perhaps 
he already was, but he is getting worse” 
(A Cabinet Minister, The Express, 25 April 
2008).

May: Brown’s own goals. “Gordon has 
committed spectacular own goals and the 
public is punishing him for it” (Labour MP 
Derek Wyatt, The Times, 3 May 2008).

May: Brown should go (1). “Senior mem-
bers of the Cabinet should put themselves 
forward as a new leader of the Labour Party” 
(Labour MP Graham Stringer, BBC News, 23 
May 2008).

May: No action with Brown. “Gordon 
Brown is not lights, camera, action” (La-

bour MP Alan Johnson, Daily Mail, 26 May 
2008).

June: Brown should go (2). “He’s got to 
go. He’s just not up to the job. We can’t just 
stand helplessly by and watch our support 
wither away” (A Government Minister, The 
Times, 3 June 2008).

June: Brown “crap” at communica-
tion. “He’s crap at communication and 
the role of a leader is to communicate” (A 
Cabinet Minister, The Times, 3 June 2008).

June: Terrible misjudgements. “He’s 
made terrible misjudgments... There’s 
a sense that the Government is being 
buffeted by storms rather than steering 
a clear course” (A Cabinet Minister, The 
Times, 3 June 2008).

June: Brown’s Shakespearian tragedy. 
“As Shakespeare said, sorrows come not 
single spies but in battalions and that’s, in 
a sense, what has happened” (Labour MP 
Jack Straw, Dispatches, 9 June 2008).

June: No sense of direction under 
Brown. “If you go and ask any Labour MP, 
I think they will find it quite difficult at the 
moment to say ‘what are we doing?’, ‘what 
is the story?’” (Labour MP John Cruddas, 
Dispatches, 9 June 2008).

June: Brown the “dinosaur”.  “He came 
in like an Oxford don, with a study full of 
files and papers on the floor… he’s a dino-
saur” (A Labour Minister, The Guardian, 18 
June 2008).
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2.2 Gordon Brown: 
A yeAr in piCtures

It started badly. 
Early attempts to 
soften Brown’s 
image were 
undermined when 
he was pictured 
with his trouser 
leg tucked into his 
sock.

And it didn’t 
get any better. 
Watched by his 
closest aide, Ed 

Balls, Brown turned 
to tennis to boost 
his image. But the 

weird style and 
facial expression did 

little to help.

And it wasn’t long before Gordon was getting tangled up.

And a month later, 
public and journalists 

could barely see Gordon 
Brown as he launched 

his campaign to be the 
next leader of the Labour 
Party and the next Prime 

Minister.
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As reports emerged 
that he had appointed a 
new adviser to help him 
avoid visual gaffes – Nicola 
Burdett – Gordon looked 
as if he’d been targeted by 
aliens from planet orange.

And when President 
Bush visited London 

during his ‘farewell’ 
tour of Europe, Gordon 

Brown was keen 
to prove his ‘cool’ 

credentials. Declining a 
traditional handshake, 
Brown grasped Bush in 
a “soul shake” but got 

the whole thing wrong, 
his fingers disappearing 

up the President’s 
sleeve.

But people started 
to question the 

value of the anti-
gaffe adviser when 

Brown was pictured 
outside Downing 

Street, with his hair 
apparently on fire.

At the United 
Nations, it all 
proved too much. 
After another of 
his infamous early 
morning starts, 
tiredness caught 
up with Gordon in 
New York.
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In just a year, Gordon Brown’s 
reputation has gone from the 
brooding, Iron Chancellor to the 
laughing stock – or Mr Bean – of 
British politics.  Attempts to “sof-
ten” Brown’s public persona have 
backfired spectacularly.  And 
reports from inside Number 10 
have confirmed impressions of an 
angry, uncomprehending Prime 
Minister left wondering how it all 
went so wrong.  

“I have never believed presentation should 
be a substitute for policy... For me, my 
parents were – and their inspiration still is 
- my moral compass… They taught me the 
importance of integrity and decency, treat-
ing people fairly – and duty to others”
(Gordon Brown, Labour leadership launch 
speech, 11 May 2007)

Brown abusive to Downing Street sec-
retaries. In November, reports emerged 
that Gordon Brown is rude to his secretar-
ies, or “garden girls”, as they are known 
inside Downing Street. Brown reportedly 
shouts abusively at them and, on one oc-
casion, turfed one of the secretaries out of 
her chair and sat down to use the key-
board himself (The Spectator, 28 Novem-
ber 2007).

Kicked a desk over in rage. In Novem-
ber, when he was told about the miss-
ing discs at HMRC, Gordon Brown “was 
supposed to have been so furious that he 

kicked the nearest desk, and indeed kicked 
it so hard that he kicked it over” (Sue Cam-
eron, Dispatches, 9 June 2008).

Made top aide and good friend Spen-
cer Livermore cry. After Brown bottled 
the election, it was reported that he was 
in such a rage that he made one of his top 
aides, Spencer Livermore, burst into tears.  
Livermore left five months later (Daily 
Mail, 9 December 2007).

Hain committed “an incompetence”. 
In January, Gordon Brown dithered for 
weeks over whether to sack his Work and 
Pensions Secretary for failing to declare 
over £100,000 of donations to his deputy 
leadership campaign.  When questioned 
about Peter Hain’s conduct, Gordon 
Brown invented a staggering new under-
statement to describe it, saying: “it was 
an incompetence” (Telegraph Online, 19 
January 2008).

Centres for invasion. On 7 February, in 
a recorded message for Chinese New Year, 
Gordon Brown surprised viewers by stating 
that “we [Britain and China] are both cen-
tres for invasion” (www.number-10.gov.uk).

Breaking into his own office at five in 
the morning. In February, it was reported 
that, very early one morning, a security 
alert was raised in Downing Street when 
someone was found to be trying to break 
into the Prime Minister’s Office.  When 
the security guards arrived, they found 
the mystery intruder was Gordon Brown 
(Three Line Whip, 28 February 2008).

Stapling his own hand in panic. One 
Wednesday morning before Prime Minis-
ter’s Questions, Gordon Brown got so pan-
icked about debating with David Cameron 
that “he apparently worked himself into 
such a nervous state that he drew blood 
when he accidentally stapled his hand” 
(The Times, 28 February 2008).

The Diyli Lammer. At Prime Minister’s 
Questions in March, Gordon Brown said 
“he intended to meet the ‘Diyli Lammer’ 
(he makes the Dalai Lama sound like an 
Aussie newspaper)” (Daily Mail, 20 March 
2008).  The Times reported that “he has 
decided to meet the Dalai (which he pro-
nounced Dial-eye) Lama” (20 March 2008). 

Forgetting to put on his headphones 
while listening to Sarkozy. When French 
President Nicolas Sarkozy addressed the 
Houses of Parliament, Gordon Brown nod-
ded vigorously during his speech. This was 
strange, given that Brown doesn’t speak 
French and forgot to put on his head-
phones to get the translation for the first 
ten minutes of Sarkozy’s speech (Times 
Online, The Red Box blog, 26 March 2008). 

Getting lost at Buckingham Palace. At 
the Queen’s State dinner at Buckingham 
Palace for Nicolas Sarkozy in March 2008, 
Gordon Brown got lost.  Her Majesty com-
mented: “The Prime Minister got lost. He 
disappeared the wrong way... at a crucial 
time” (Daily Mail, 27 March 2008).

Nelson Mandela free in our lunch-
time. On 28 March, delivering an un-

scripted speech to the Scottish Labour 
Conference, in an attempt to copy David 
Cameron, Gordon Brown questioned: “who 
would have thought that Nelson Mandela 
would be free in our lunch time… life 
time?” (The Guardian, 29 March 2008).

Brown’s dour favourite “poem”. A 
new collection of world leaders’ favourite 
poems published in April revealed that 
Gordon Brown’s favourite is a piece of writ-
ing entitled “The Hands of Others” by “ob-
scure” American lecturer James Stockinger.  
While Tony Blair chose Rupert Brooke’s The 
Soldier, Gordon Brown’s dour entry was 
originally part of Stockinger’s PhD thesis 
and not a poem at all (The Sunday Times, 
30 March 2008).

2.3 Gordon Brown: 
A yeAr of GAffes, 
trAGedy And fArCe
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Getting lost at the PLP meeting. A 
week after getting lost in Buckingham 
Palace, Brown and his staff entered 
through the wrong door to go to a 
meeting of the Parliamentary Labour Party: 
“After going in the ‘Members’ Entrance’, 
which plunged them into the throng of 
Labour MPs and peers waiting to hear 
the PM rather than to the platform from 
where he was due to speak, they emerged, 
sheepish and embarrassed, and headed 
for the ‘Chairman’s Entrance’.  ‘Gordon’s 
got lost again!’ shouted one wag among 
the political journalists in the corridor. And 
indeed he had” (Adam Boulton blog, 31 
March 2008).

Three mobile phones broken in 
rage. Gordon Brown is reported to be on 
his fourth mobile phone after smashing 
three in fits of rage (The Mirror, 19 April 
2008). On one occasion, Brown upset his 
driver when, in a temper, he picked up his 
mobile phone and hurled it across the car 
(Mail Online, 13 April 2008).

Harking back to a pre-birth era. In his 
speech to the Scottish TUC Conference on 
21 April, Gordon Brown said: “I remember 
the 1940s”, despite the fact that he was 
born in 1951 (BBC News, 21 April 2008).

In Government for too long? Also in 
his speech to the Scottish TUC, the Prime 
Minister said: “The Government has done 
more for poverty over the past fifteen 
years”, even though, obviously, Labour 
were only elected in 1997 (ibid).

First PM not to have a waxwork for 
150 years. In May, Madame Tussauds 
conducted a poll on whether they should 
commission a waxwork of Gordon Brown.  
When the poll closed, 83 per cent of 
people had voted against, prompting 
Madame Tussauds to issue a news release 
on 14 May announcing: “By a convincing 
consensus he is duly voted out of Madame 
Tussauds, becoming the first incumbent 
Prime Minister not to be featured in the 
attraction for over 150 years”.

Brown in “you’re fired!” TV stunt. 
Also in May, Communities Secretary, Hazel 
Blears, was photographed with a printout 
of an email, setting out plans for a new TV 
show provisionally entitled “Junior PM”, 
as she left 10 Downing Street.  A note on 
the email said: “I think you intend to raise 
this in the margins of Cabinet.”  The email 
was sent by producer Margaret McCabe 
to Blears’ Special Adviser Andy Bagnall.  
McCabe said the show would aim for an 
“Apprentice meets Maria/Strictly Come 
Dancing audience”, and be broadcast 
on BBC1.  She said: “Please please let all 
concerned know that this is not stunt 
TV… It is a golden opportunity for the PM 
to gather a youth manifesto and become 
more popular than Alan Sugar (along with 
certain cabinet colleagues!)” (Mail Online, 
13 May 2008).

Phoning members of the public at 
6am. In yet another bid to boost his 
falling popularity, Gordon Brown has taken 
to cold-calling members of the public – 
sometimes as early as 6 am – in response 

to letters or emails sent to Downing Street 
(PR Week, 29 May 2008).

Blair still more powerful than Brown. 
In May, despite having been Prime Minister 
for 11 months, a survey of 1,000 business 
leaders to determine the most powerful 
people in the UK still ranked Tony Blair 
as more powerful than Gordon Brown 
(Telegraph Online, 29 May 2008).

Brown’s “tired and weary” favourite 
tune. In June, Gordon Brown revealed 
to a class of primary school children 
that his favourite song is “Keep Right On 
To The End Of The Road” by Sir Harry 
Lauder.  The song’s lyrics include the line 
“Tho’ you’re tired and weary still journey 
on” (Telegraph Online, 12 June 2008).  
Judging by the polls, most of the British 
people wish he would halt the journey 
immediately.
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Whether it’s watching the England 
football team or simply wishing 
other teams well, Gordon Brown 
appears to be an omen of 
misfortune.  

“Some have argued he’s not been the best 
of omens so far”
(Gordon Brown’s spokesman, Daily Mail, 
20 November 2007).

1. Setting Wembley off to losing start.
On 22 August, Gordon Brown attended 
England’s first international football match 
at the newly re-opened Wembley Stadium.  
Sitting next to Angela Merkel, Gordon 
Brown’s presence seemed to be enough to 
secure a 2-1 victory for the Germans.

2. Jinxing England at the Rugby World 
Cup Final. 
On 20 October, Gordon Brown was present 
to jinx the England rugby team’s attempt 
to win the final of the World Cup in Paris.  
The final score: England 6, South Africa 
15.  And the England team were even 
made to endure a handshake from the 
Prime Minister after being awarded their 
runners-up medals.

3. Watching Scotland defeated at 
home. 
After deploying his “Jonah” effect twice 
against England, Gordon Brown turned 
his attentions to Scotland.  He travelled to 
Hampden Park on 17 November, to watch 
Scotland take on the Italian football team.  
But even in his home country, Brown 

struck again, with Italy winning by two 
goals to one.

4. Arsenal lose out after Brown visit.
On 27 March, Gordon Brown hosted a 
summit with Nicolas Sarkozy at Arsenal 
football club’s new Emirates Stadium.  
Following the summit, Arsenal won just 
one of their next five matches and, having 
been tipped to win, lost their hopes of 
winning the Premiership (www.football.
co.uk).

5. Brown offers Rangers support. 
They lose.
Not content with his efforts in 2007, at 
Prime Minister’s  Questions on 14 May, 
Gordon Brown sent his “best wishes to 
Rangers football club, which is playing 
against St. Petersburg in Manchester this 
evening” (Hansard, 14 May 2008, Col. 
1374).  That evening, Glasgow Rangers 
lost 2-0 to Zenit St Petersburg.

2.4 “JonAh” Brown



Promoted by Alan Mabbutt on behalf of the Conservative Party, both at 30 Millbank, London SW1P 4DP. 
Printed by Face Creative Services Ltd., Face House, 2-10 Baron St., London N1 9LL


