
CONSERVATIVE
BREAKTHROUGH
•        Our breakthrough in these elections, with a predicted 41

per cent vote share and a 14 per cent lead over Labour,
means:

o       We have not just made gains in the North, but taken
the fight to Labour’s heartlands and threatened
Cabinet Ministers’ seats;

o       Labour has been wiped off the map – in 80 councils
(and rising) they have no councillors at all;

o        The Lib Dems are heading for their worst loss of
councillors for a decade.

•        These are great results. We have a 41 per cent share of the
vote, our best performance since 1992. The experts agree
that this is the kind of result that would lead to a general
election victory.  As things stand, we have already made a
net gain of at least 21 councils and are projected to gain 600
seats, while Labour and the Lib Dems are losing seats and
councils. 

•         Contrary to Labour spin, we have made a real
breakthrough in the North.  With lots of councils still to
declare, we have now made net gains of over 100 seats in
the North – which is roughly a quarter of our total gains in
England.  We now control 20 councils in the North, and
more councils in both the North West and Yorkshire than
Labour do.  Councils we’ve gained:

o        East Riding of Yorkshire for the first time ever,
making 15 gains and taking the Lib Dem and
Labour leaders’ seats. 

o       South Ribble for the first time since 1995, gaining 24
seats. 

o       Chester for the first time since 1986, gaining 7 seats.



o        Blackpool, gaining 13 seats – 12 from Labour, 1
from the Lib Dems. We last controlled Blackpool in
1987.

•        We’ve also made gains in 23 other councils in the north:
Alnwick, Barrow-in-Furness, Blackburn with Darwen,
Bolton, Bury, Chester Le Street, Chorley, Crewe and
Nantwich, Darlington, Eden, Ellesmere Port and Neston,
Hambleton, Macclesfield, Oldham, Pendle, Preston,
Richmondshire, Rotherham, Salford, Sunderland, West
Lancashire, Wigan and Wyre.

•        If people were to have voted in Bury, Bolton and Barrow in
a General Election as they did yesterday, we would have
won 4 Parliamentary seats – including 2 with Cabinet
Ministers (Ruth Kelly and John Hutton). Not only this, but
we would have taken seats way beyond our expectations,
such as Sunderland Central, Birmingham Selly Oak and
Birmingham Northfield.

Key Facts
•        Vote Share and Net Gains. The BBC are predicting that we

will get a national vote share of 41 per cent compared to
Labour’s 27 per cent and the Lib Dems’ 26 per cent.  If Labour
don’t think 27 per cent is a bad result for them, that suits us just
fine.

•        Enough to win General Election. The experts agree that this
is the kind of result we need to win a general election: ‘The
Conservatives usually fall short of the critical 40 per cent mark
(the minimum vote share likely to be needed to win an overall
majority in the House of Commons)’ (Colin Rallings and
Michael Thrasher, Local Government Chronicle, 19 April
2007). Tonight we have exceeded that figure.

•         Conservatives on course to gain 600 seats. A 41 per cent
vote share means we are on course to gain 600 seats, while
Labour are on course to lose 300 and the Lib Dems to lose
250.  The number of Labour councillors is now at its lowest



since modern local government was created i.e. for well over
30 years.  

•        Same lead for Conservatives as Labour’s in 1996.  Our 14
per cent lead is the same as it was last year and the same as
Labour’s lead was in 1996 when Tony Blair said: ‘We are
continuing to win support from new people in new areas…
There are, quite simply, no no-go areas for new Labour’ (The
Guardian, 4 May 1996). 

•        A vote on Brown.  When asked ‘Will the local elections be a
referendum on Blair?’ Gordon Brown has admitted: ‘Well,
people will be voting on all of us’ (ITV, The Sunday Edition,
29 April 2007).

•        Progress Against the Lib Dems.  We’ve had some fantastic
results again the Lib Dems:

o       We took 23 seats from the Lib Dems to gain control of
Bournemouth. 

o       We took 13 seats from the Lib Dems to gain control of
Malvern Hills. 

o        We took 20 seats from the Lib Dems to gain South
Norfolk.

o       We took 14 seats from the Lib Dems to gain control of
Torbay.

o       We took 12 seats from the Lib Dems to gain Uttlesford.
o       We took 24 seats from the Lib Dems to gain control of

Waverley.
o       We took 18 seats from the Lib Dems to gain control of

Windsor and Maidenhead, including the council
leader’s seat. 

•        Regional Breakdown. 

Also in the North West:
o       We have made three net gains in Greater Manchester. 



There are ten metropolitan districts that make up
Greater Manchester.In half of these, we have made
gains (Bolton + 1, Bury +1, Oldham + 2, Wigan +1,
Salford +2).

In the Midlands:
o       We have gained control of NW Leicestershire for the

first time ever, gaining 15 seats. 
o       We have gained control of Lincoln - less than 10 years

ago, we had no seats in Lincoln
o       We have gained control of North Warwickshire for the

first time ever. 
o       We have gained control of Oswestry for the first time

ever. 
o       We have gained control of Herefordshire for the first

time ever. 
o       We have gained control of Charnwood for the first time

since 1995. 
o        We have gained control of Rugby for the first time

since 1990.
o        We have gained control of South Shropshire for the

first time ever.
o       We have gained control of Forest of Dean for the first

time ever.
In the East of England:

o       We have gained control of East Cambridgeshire for the
first time ever.

o        We have gained control of Braintree for the first time
since 1979.

o       We have gained control of Mid-Suffolk – where Labour
lost their only two councillors.

o        We have gained control of South Cambridgeshire for
the first time ever.



In the South East:
o        We have gained control of Waverley from the Lib

Dems, gaining 25 seats and almost doubling our
representation. 

o       We have gained control of Gravesham from Labour for
the first time since 1987. 

o        We have gained control of Woking for the first time
since 1994. 

o        We have gained control of Dover – for the first time
since 1991. 

o       We have gained control of Dartford for the first time
since 1995. 

In the South West:
o        We have gained control of North Somerset: we now

hold 43 out of 58 seats - our best result ever
o       We have gained control of Plymouth from Labour

•         Labour wipeout.   Labour have been wiped out in Castle
Point, East Northants, Maldon, Mid-Suffolk, Mid-
Bedfordshire, Oswestry, Rother, Ribble Valley and Tunbridge
Wells. 

•         There are now over 80 councils where Labour have no
councillors at all. Many are in the South.  Tony Blair
admitted that losing in the South spells disaster for Labour:

‘I was never able to do anything for the unemployed or the
poor in my constituency until we were capable of winning
in the south as well as the north. So don’t let us be pushed
back into the position of saying, “Here is one part of the
country we represent”’ (Tony Blair, The Guardian, 7 February
2000).

This echoes what the late Robin Cook once said:
‘There is no long term future for Labour … if it cannot re-
establish local representation in the areas of fastest
population growth in the South’ (Robin Cook, New



Statesman, 8 January 1993).
•        If yesterday’s votes had been cast in the same way in a General

Election, Cabinet Ministers John Hutton and Ruth Kelly would
have lost their Barrow and Bolton West seats.

•        Essex Man deserts Labour.  In 1996, Tony Blair declared
‘Essex Man and Essex woman are coming over to today's
Labour Party... Labour is representing middle England’ (Tony
Blair,    The Independent, 1 May 1996). But Essex Man is
deserting Labour just days before Tony Blair resigns:

o       Labour now have no councillors at all on the following
councils in Essex: Castle Point, Chelmsford, Rochford,
Maldon, Uttlesford;

o        They have lost half (10) of their councillors in
Braintree;

o        They have lost five councillors – almost half their
councillors – on Tendring;

o       There is only one Labour councillor left in Epping and
just three in Brentwood;

o        They lost a councillor in Basildon – which is
Conservative controlled and one in Colchester.

Wales
Conservative Gains.  In the last Welsh Assembly election, we
won one first past the post seat. In the last General Election we
won 3 first past the post seats. Tonight we have gained 4 first past
the post seats, two of which we did not hold at the last General
Election.
•        We have gained:

o       Preseli Pembrokeshire from Labour with a 9.3 per cent
swing to us from Labour with and a 3,205 majority.  

o       Cardiff North from Labour with an 8.5 per cent swing
from the General Election.

o       Carmarthen West & Pembrokeshire South from Labour
on a 7.5 per cent swing to us – jumping from third place



in 2003.
o       Clwyd West from Labour with a 4.1 per cent swing.

•        In each of the following cases we narrowly missed winning the
seats:

o       Gower – 9.8 per cent swing to us
o       Vale of Clwyd – 7.4 per cent swing to us
o       Newport West – 5.8 per cent swing to us
o       Delyn – 3.7 per cent swing to us

Scotland
•        Conservative Gains.  We have gained Roxburgh &

Berwickshire from the Lib Dems with a 9.4 per cent swing to
us (The Parliamentary seat of Berwickshire, Roxburgh and
Selkirk – much of which is covered by this Scottish
Parliamentary seat – requires a 6.5 per cent swing).
We have also held our seats in Ayr, Edinburgh Pentlands and
Galloway & Upper Nithsdale

•        Increase in spoilt ballot papers.  Commenting on the massive
increase in spoilt ballot papers in the Scottish Parliament
elections, Scottish Conservative leader Annabel Goldie said:

‘When taken in conjunction with the level of turnout this brings
into question the whole democracy of the Scottish Parliament.  It is
quite simply unacceptable that tens of thousands of voters have
effectively been disenfranchised. We are committed to de-coupling
the local elections from those for the Scottish Parliament’.


