
Theresa May: crucial questions Harriet Harman
must answer

 
Theresa May has today called into question the accuracy of Harriet
Harman’s account of donations from David Abrahams and his associates.
 
The Shadow Leader of the House has written to Harriet Harman
demanding she make a statement to Parliament.
 
She has listed 19 questions Harriet Harman must answer to clarify
inconsistencies. These include:
 

·         Why did you accept a donation for your Deputy Leadership
campaign on 4 July – almost two weeks after your campaign
ended?

·         Given that you say that you received the donation after you
stepped down from the Department for Constitutional Affairs, why
did you declare it to the Permanent Secretary of the DCA?

·         Why did you make the declaration to the Permanent Secretary
three months after you received the donation?

·         Your statement indicates that you were not aware at the time of
the funding arrangements, but omits to mention when you first
became aware. Is this because you became aware of it before this
weekend? When did you first become aware of the funding
arrangements?

·         Did Baroness Jay or anybody else warn you that Mr Abrahams
was trying to make donations to the campaign teams or the Labour
Party through conduit donors during the Deputy Leadership
election campaign or since?

·         How is it plausible for you to have set up a review to inquire into
these matters, when you yourself are at the centre of the
investigation? Would it not be more appropriate for the review to
report to somebody without a direct interest in this matter?

 



Commenting, Shadow Leader of the House, Theresa May, said:
 
“After the latest revelations, Harriet Harman must answer a series of
questions and inconsistencies in her account. She should come to the
House of Commons as a matter of urgency and make a full statement
about what she knew and when.
 
“The pathetic excuses offered by her today throw up more questions than
answers. 
 
“Just like Gordon Brown, Harriet Harman is treating everyone like fools.”
 
 
ENDS
 
For further information please contact Giles Bancroft on 020 7984 8250 or
Ramesh Chhabra on 020 7984 8085.
 
Notes to Editors
 
The full text of Theresa May’s letter to Harriet Harman is below:
 

 November 2007
 

 
 
During his press conference today, the Prime Minister said that you had
made a statement about the donations you received from Mr David
Abrahams, through his employee, Ms Janet Kidd. 
_At this moment you have failed to make a proper statement, to either the
House of Commons or the media.  Instead, the “statement” to which the
Prime Minister referred seems to be the short quotation given by your
office.
 
I therefore ask you to come to the House of Commons to make a
statement on this unsavoury incident.  In order to justify your continued
position as a member of the Government, you must answer the following
questions:
 
 
 0. We now know that Gordon Brown, Hilary Benn, Baroness Jay and Peter



Watt all knew about various components of these secret donations.
Who did they each raise this with, and when?

 
 0. Is it really plausible to allege, as you did in your statement today, that

you asked no questions at all over the origins of 13 per cent of the
donations for your Deputy Leadership campaign?

 
 0. Did Baroness Jay or anybody else warn you that Mr Abrahams was

trying to make donations to the campaign teams or the Labour Party
through conduit donors during the Deputy Leadership election
campaign or since?

 
 0. As Chairman of the Labour Party, you worked on a day-to-day basis with

Peter Watt, the former Secretary General.  What discussions have
you had – before and since the news of these donations – with Peter
Watt about Mr Abrahams’ attempts to make donations to the
campaign teams and the Labour Party through proxies? 

 
 0. Your statement indicates that you were not aware at the time of the

funding arrangements, but omits to mention when you first became
aware. Is this because you became aware of it before this weekend?
When did you first become aware of the funding arrangements?

 
 0. Why did you accept a donation for your Deputy Leadership campaign on

4 July – almost two weeks after your campaign ended?
 
 0. Given that you say that you received the donation after you stepped

down from the Department of Constitutional Affairs, why did you
declare it to the Permanent Secretary of the DCA?

 
 0. Why did you make the declaration to the Permanent Secretary three

months after your received the donation?
 
 0. What exactly did you declare to the Permanent Secretary – a donation

from Kidd or Abrahams? And was this extraordinary and late
declaration due to the fact you realised by 13 September who the
donation had really come from?

 
 0. Why did you take almost two weeks to declare the funding to the

Electoral Commission?
 



 0. How many other people have been used as ‘proxies’ by David Abrahams
– and what checks were made on the donations from Raymond
Ruddick, Janet Kidd, John McCarthy and Janet Dunn?

 
 0. Did this proxy donations arrangement, evidently sanctioned by Peter

Watt, apply to any other donors to the Labour Party?
 
 0. How is it plausible for you to have set up a review to inquire into these

matters, when you yourself are at the centre of the investigation?
Would it not be more appropriate for the review to report to
somebody without a direct interest in this matter?

 
 0. Are you satisfied that Ministers have played no role in any planning

decisions concerning companies connected to David Abrahams?
Are there any other possible conflicts of interest in government that
you are aware of?

 
 0. Have you ever met Mr Abrahams; Janet Kidd; or any of his employees?
 
 0. Are you aware of any occasion at which the Prime Minister was present

– for example at NEC meeting on 17 July and 18 September – at
which donations from any of these individuals was raised?

 
 0. In your role as Labour Party Chairman, Jack Dromey reports to you on

party finance matters.  Was he ever made aware that Mr Abrahams
had tried to make donations to the campaign teams or the Labour
Party through conduit donors? 

 
 0. How many people, including Ministers, were aware of this arrangement,

and when did they become aware?
 
 0. Gordon Brown today said that the Labour Party would be returning the

donations in full because they had not been properly declared.  Will
you also return the donation to your deputy leadership campaign?

 
In order to continue in office, you must provide satisfactory answers to
these questions.  They relate to the propriety of your conduct as a
candidate in the deputy leadership election, and to your ultimate
responsibility as the Labour Party Chairman for the conduct of your party. 
You must come to the House of Commons to make a statement to MPs
and answer these questions.



 
Given the inherent public interest in this issue, I am releasing a copy of this
letter to the media.
 
Yours sincerely
 
Rt Hon Theresa May MP
Shadow Leader of the House of Commons and
Shadow Minister for Women


