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A TRACK RECORD
OF ACTION

FAIR
IMMIGRATION

More and more people are
backing local Councillor and
family man Mark Bowen

Conservatives start to sort out
Labour’s Immigration mess

Mark Bowen
News from local Conservatives in Feltham & Heston

BY-ELECTION SPECIAL

Delivered by your local Conservative team – at no cost to the taxpayer

LABOUR’S
MORTGAGE
BOMBSHELL
Ed Miliband and Ed Balls’ three point
plan for £326 billion of more spending,
more borrowing, and more debt could
put up a family’s mortgage interest bill
by £5,000 per year.

See page 2 for more detailS…
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Only Mark Bowen can beat Labour in Feltham and Heston

LOCAL COUNCILLOR AND FAMILY
MAN IS CONSERVATIVE CANDIDATE
Mark’s only ever been
interested in serving his
local community that’s why
he’s only ever stood for
election locally

Local family man and Conservative
Leader on Hounslow Council, Mark
Bowen, has been selected as the
Conservative candidate in
the forthcoming
Feltham and
Heston
by-election.

Hounslow Council’s deputy leader has
been selected as
the Tory candidate for Feltham and He
ston at the next
election. Mark Bowen said: “This is
the only constituency
that I wish to represent in Parliament
and
selected, I had not applied for any oth , prior to being
er seat.”
Hounslow Guardian, November 200
7

Mark has lived in Feltham and
Heston since 1998 and is married
with three children. He works locally
at Heathrow and has
been a Councillor in
Feltham North ward
since 2002. With
a track record of
local service you
know he’ll be on
your side.

Mark with his wife and
children at their home
in the constituency

Visit Mark’s Blog at bowenblog.wordpress.com

LABOUR’S
MORTGAGE
BOMBSHELL
Ed Miliband and Ed Balls’ three point
plan for £326 billion of more
spending, more borrowing, and more
debt could put up a family’s mortgage
interest bill by £5,000 per year.
he Conservatives have published a new dossier
setting out the detail of Labour's three point
plan for £326 billion of more spending, more
borrowing and more debt that could put up a
family's mortgage interest bill by £5,000 per year.
Ed Miliband and Ed Balls' spending rules say that all their
frontbenchers are capable of making spending
commitments. Since they set out these rules, the total net
effect of Labour's frontbench statements which change
the Government's current tax and spending plans would:
n Increase borrowing and debt by £326 billion over
the next five years compared to the Government's
plans;
n Only reduce the deficit by a quarter over four
years – not halve it over four years as Ed Balls has
promised; and consequently it could
n Put up the average family's mortgage interest bill
by £5,000 per year.

T

Mark Bowen, Conservative Candidate for Feltham and
Heston, said:
“This Government's credible plan to clear up Labour's
mess and live within its means has ensured Britain is
a safe haven in the global debt storm. But Labour
would abandon this plan with billions and billions of
more spending, more borrowing and more debt which
would put us back in the firing line with Italy and
Spain. This could risk putting up a family's mortgage
interest bill by £5,000 per year.
“With the global debt crisis getting worse every day, the
Government's plan to deal with our debts is even more
important than ever, and Labour's plan for more spending,
more borrowing and more debt is even less credible. It
shows that Ed Miliband and Ed Balls have learnt nothing
from when they were in government and why Labour must
never be trusted with our economy ever again."

CONTROLLED
IMMIGRATION
Mark Bowen, Conservative candidate for Feltham & Heston,
says, “We are getting to grips with Labour’s immigration mess.”
Popular local candidate
Mark Bowen has
welcomed news that
the Conservatives are
beginning to sort out
the total immigration
mess left by Labour.
Under Labour the UK
saw record levels of
immigration with more
than 2.2 million entering
the country. The Labour
Government swept this
important issue under the
carpet and were quick to

brand as “racist” anyone
who dared raise it as a
subject that concerned
them.
Now the Conservatives
are getting to grips with
the chaos of an
immigration system that
they inherited. Mark
said: “We will reduce
the number of people
coming in each year
from the hundreds
of thousands, back
down to reasonable

numbers.”
Mark also explained
that Conservatives are
cracking down on bogus
‘colleges’, cutting student
visas by a quarter.
“Some of these colleges
offer no proper education
at all, they are just a way of
getting people into the
country, pretending to be
students. This is unfair on
everybody and on the
doorstep everyone agrees
we are right to stop this.”

STANDING UP FOR BRITAIN

Mark with the Prime Minister, David Cameron
answering questions from workers at DHL in Hounslow

Speaking in Feltham and
Heston before travelling to the
EU summit in Brussels, the
Prime Minister David
Cameron said: “Mark is a
great local campaigner and
would make a fantastic MP
for Feltham and Heston. He
lives in the seat with his wife
and children and has an
excellent track record as a
councillor in the Feltham
North ward. I’m sure he would
bring the same energy and
commitment to the job of MP.”
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Record
Feltham & Heston

Biggest
cash rise
in basic
State
Pension
since 1948

n Boosting apprenticeships lies at the heart of
the Governments plans to revitalise the economy

From next April the basic state pension will rise
by £5.30 per week. That’s £275 per year – the
biggest cash rise since 1948.

BOOSTING
APPRENTICESHIPS FOR
YOUNG PEOPLE AND
SMALL BUSINESSES

And the Conservatives in government are doing
more. We have reintroduced the earnings link for
pensions and under the Conservative Triple Lock,
the State Pension will always be increased, year on
year, in-line with average earnings, prices or by
2.5% – whichever is highest.

Mark Bowen, Conservative candidate
for Feltham & Heston, has welcomed
new measures from the Government
to ensure young people and small
businesses feel the full benefits of
the successful expansion of
apprenticeships.

Most older people in our country have worked hard
and saved all their lives. That is why even as our
country faces up to its most serious financial
challenge since the Second World War, we have
protected universal benefits for pensioners.

Data released last month showed that
here in Feltham & Heston:

Things like…
n
n
n
n
n

Free eye tests
Free prescriptions
Free bus passes
Free TV licences for the over-75s
The Winter Fuel Payment

show that the Conservative Party believes in
protecting pensioners.

Warm Homes
With global fuel prices on the rise, people in Britain
are feeling the effects in their energy bills. The
Conservatives in government have taken action to
help older people keep warm during winter.
n The Warm Home Discount Scheme will give
600,000 of the poorest pensioners £120 to
help with fuel bills.
n Alongside the Winter Fuel Payment, permanently
increasing the Cold Weather Payment means
eligible households receive an extra £25 for each
seven-day cold spell
In tough times we are doing what we can to help.
In addition to protecting the key benefits
mentioned above, we are:
n Freezing council tax, which doubled under
Labour
n Ring-fencing £1 billion for social care
n Scrapping Labour’s fuel duty escalator
We are taking the tough decisions to tackle
Labour’s debt and get Britain back on track. We
are taking action now so we don’t leave the
problem to our grandchildren to solve.
But even in tough times, we are doing what we can
to help pensioners.

n 450 people started an
apprenticeship in 2009/10.
n 730 people started an
apprenticeship in 2010/11.
n This means the number of people
starting an apprenticeship increased
by 280 last year.
On 16 November 2011, the Government
announced it will be:
Offering cash bonuses for taking on
young apprentices. The Government
will offer employers with 50 employees
or fewer up to £1,500 for taking on an
apprentice aged between 16 and 24.

This will support up to 20,000 new
apprenticeships in 2012/13.
Making it quicker and easier for
employers to take on an apprentice.
The National Apprenticeships Service
and training providers will be required to
ensure that every employer is able to
advertise a vacancy within one month of
deciding to take on an apprentice.
Targeting apprenticeships where they
are needed. We are renewing the
programme’s focus on younger adults,
new employees, higher level
qualifications and particular sectors
where apprenticeships can make the
greatest impact.
Equipping apprentices with basic
skills. Apprenticeship providers will be
required to offer all apprentices training
in English and Maths up to the standard
of a good GCSE.

Ensuring high standards. We will
launch a review into the standards and
quality of apprenticeships, undertaken
by a leading employer and reporting in
the Spring.
Mark said: “280 more people in Feltham
and Heston are benefiting from an
apprenticeship thanks to the
Government’s extra investment. This is
great news not just for these individuals,
but also for the whole local economy.
“Until now, too many businesses
have been put off taking on an
apprentice because of unnecessary
bureaucracy and red tape. It is therefore
good news for businesses and young
people alike that the government is
streamlining the system.
“I also welcome the cash bonuses
for small firms who take on young
apprentices and I urge companies in the
area to take up this opportunity.”

WE MUST END LABOUR’S
‘SOMETHING FOR NOTHING’
CULTURE

Local residents have told Conservative Candidate Mark
Bowen that they want to see an end to the ‘something for
nothing’ culture that grew out of control under Labour.

Mark says, “There are many small
family-run businesses in Feltham and
Heston often run by really hardworking
people who work long hours, seven
days a week. There is nothing that
annoys them more than to see people
choosing to stay at home on benefits
which have to be paid for out of their
hard earned cash.”

being made to find out whether or not
these people are fit to work and if
they are, ensuring they are given the
help they need to find a job.

And he points to three popular
moves by the Conservatives to end
this culture:

Capping Benefits
It is wrong that some people were able
to receive huge sums of money just by
being on welfare. Conservatives are
making sure that no household can
claim more than the average family
gets from going out to work.

Ensuring that those who say they
cannot work, actually cannot work
Under Labour a massive 1.2 million
were claiming incapacity benefit. Now
under the Conservatives checks are

Introducing the Universal Credit
Conservatives are making the benefits
system simpler to monitor and harder
to abuse, changing this system to
make sure that work always pays.
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Only Mark Bowen can beat Labour in Feltham and Heston

A RECORD OF
ACTION IN FELTHAM
& HESTON

ONLY THE
CONSERVATIVES
CAN STOP LABOUR
WINNING
LAB
43.6%

CON
34%

Mark Bowen has been a local Councillor since
2002 and has demonstrated his credentials
as a tireless champion for local people and
local services. With your support, he will be
a strong voice for Feltham, Heston, Bedfont,
Hanworth, Cranford and Hounslow West!

M
LIB DE

13.7%

YOU CAN COUNT ON
MARK BOWEN TO:

Source: General Election Result 2010

3 POSITIVE
REASONS TO VOTE
FOR MARK BOWEN

Work for fairer taxes. Whilst the priority for the Government must
be to reduce Labour’s massive debt burden, Mark will also speak
for the long suffering taxpayer. Locally, Conservatives have shown
that they cost people less.
Put Britain first. He likes the Union flag flying all year round. Mark
opposes joining the Euro and supports keeping the pound. He does
not support giving away control of our taxes and armed forces to
Brussels either.

1

Fight for a cleaner local environment by working with the Council to
build on the major improvements seen in the maintenance of parks
and open spaces and massive reductions in graffiti over the past
couple of years.
Believe in good race relations. He will fight against racism and the
influx of illegal immigration, speak out strongly against political
correctness and defend the right of residents to express justifiable,
logical and serious concerns about past Labour failures.
Be accessible to local residents and work for everyone. Mark will reintroduce no-appointment surgeries, which will be held throughout the
year in different parts of the constituency. He will make home visits to
those residents who are housebound.
Work for the constituency all year round and not just at election time. Mark
will publish a bi-annual report on his activities, just as he has done in the
Feltham North ward since becoming its Councillor in May 2002.

Mark Bowen
with his wife and family

VOTE CONSERVATIVE
VOTE MARK BOWEN
1

2

BOWEN
MARK
VATIVE
CONSER

8
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4
5
6
7
8
9

Local Representation
Mark has lived in this constituency since 1998 and
is the only local candidate who can beat Labour.
If elected, he will commute to Parliament from this
area at no cost to the taxpayer.

2

Controlled Immigration

3

Fairness for Pensioners

Mark will fight to stop uncontrolled immigration which
has made Britain a soft touch and instead regain
control of our borders in order to reduce future
pressures on housing and other public services.
Mark backs raising the basic state pension in line
with earnings, prices, 2.5 per cent or whichever is the
highest to help Feltham and Heston’s pensioners.

Tough on crime,
Tough on criminals

Under Labour knife crime was out of
control with almost 80 per cent of
knife criminals avoiding jail.
Criminals who were let out of prison
early went on to reoffend, including
violent offences, rape and murder.
New Government proposals will
restore common sense to sentencing
of criminals: more dangerous offenders
will receive life sentences and knifewielding youths will face prison.

‘Two strikes’ and you’re out

POLLING DAY:

THURSDAY 15 DECEMBER
POLLS ARE OPEN 7AM UNTIL 10PM

CAN’T
WIN
HERE

We are introducing a ‘two strikes’
policy so that a mandatory life
sentence will be given to anyone
convicted of a second very serious
sexual or violent crime.

Prison for knife crime
Any adult convicted of using a knife to
threaten and endanger will go to jail
and we propose that any 16 or 17
year old will face a custodial
sentence for the same offence.

Common sense in
sentencing
We are ending the practice of
releasing dangerous sexual and
violent offenders halfway through their
sentence. Those who have been
convicted of the most serious crimes
in this category will not be released
before the end of their sentence
without Parole Board approval.

