
O!cial Electoral Commission Description: 
You vote using numbers to rank the candidates in order of 
your preference. You put 1 next to your first choice, 2 next to 
your second choice, 3 next to your third choice and so on. You 
can choose how many candidates to rank. You don’t have to 
rank every candidate. As long as you rank at least one, your 
vote will be counted. Round one. The number 1 votes for 
each candidate are put into a pile and counted. If a candidate 
receives more than half the number 1 votes cast, they win and 
there is no further counting. If no candidate receives more 
than half the number 1 votes there would be at least one more 
round of counting. Round two. The candidate with the fewest 
number 1 votes is removed from the contest. In this case 
Candidate D. Each ballot paper on Candidate D’s pile is looked 
at again. If the ballot paper shows a number 2 vote for another 
candidate, it is added to that candidate’s pile. For example, 
if a ballot paper showed a number 1 vote for candidate D 
and a number 2 vote for Candidate B, it would be moved to 
Candidate B’s pile. If the ballot paper does not show a number 
2 vote, it is no longer used. Round three. Again, the candidate 
with fewest votes is removed from the contest – this time it’s 
Candidate C. Each ballot paper on Candidate C’s pile is looked 
at again to see if any of the remaining candidates are ranked. 
If so, the ballot paper is moved to the pile of the candidate 
ranked highest on that ballot paper. If none of the remaining 
candidates are ranked the ballot paper is no longer used. If 
more candidates are involved, this process can be repeated 
until one candidate has more than half the remaining votes. 
Because voters don’t have to rank all of the candidates, an 
election can be won under the ‘alternative vote’ system with 
less than half the total votes cast.

Every vote will count on 5 May. 
Don’t let someone else change the system 
for electing your MP.

Everyone gets one vote. 

The candidate with the most votes wins.

The referendum is 
a choice between 
two voting systems:
 First Past the Post  Alternative Vote (AV)
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AV is unfair. With First Past the Post, everybody gets 
one vote. But under AV, supporters of extreme parties 
like the BNP could get their vote counted many times, 
while people who vote for one of the mainstream 
candidates would only get their vote counted once.

AV doesn’t work. Rather than the candidate who 
receives the most votes winning the election, the person 
who finishes third could be declared the winner.
"
AV is expensive. Calculating the results is a long, 
complicated process, which would cost the taxpayer 
millions. It can take days to figure out exactly who has 
won.  

No-one wants it. Only three countries in the world use 
AV - Fiji, Australia and Papua New Guinea. 6 out of 10 
Australians want to go back to a simple system of electing 
the person with the most votes.

AV won’t fix broken politics. Changing our voting 
system to AV won’t fix our broken politics. It won’t get 
rid of safe seats or negative campaigning, and it won’t 
make MPs more accountable.

What you need to 
know about the 
Alternative Vote

Inside this guide to the 
referendum we hear 
from the Prime Minister 
who explains why he is 
voting ‘No’ to AV on 5 
May. We also compare 
the two systems side-by-
side. 

Britain’s fundamental 
democratic principle of 
‘One Person, One Vote’ 
is at stake.

Don’t go to your polling 
station or fill in your 
postal ballot until you’ve 
read this guide.

On 5 May every vote 
matters and yours could 
make the di#erence.
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First Past the Post is the most 
popular system for elections in the 
world. The winner should always be 
the one who comes first, but under 
AV the candidate who comes second 
or even third could be elected. That’s 

why only three countries in the world 
use it – Fiji, Australia and Papua New 
Guinea. 6 out of 10 Australians want 
to go back to a simple system of 
electing the person with the most 
votes.

2.4
billion
vote using First Past the Post

2.4 billion 
people can’t 

be wrong

29.5 million
vote using AV
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“AV is an unfair, expensive 
and discredited system, 
that allows candidates who 
finish third to win elections.”

VOTE! No to AV 5

I believe AV is the wrong system 
for Britain. It is complex, doesn’t 
improve fairness and is used by only 
three other countries in the world.

AV is an unfair voting system. With 
First Past the Post (our current 
system), everybody has one vote – 
counted once. Under AV, supporters 
of extreme parties like the BNP 
would get their vote counted many 
times, while people who vote for one 
of the mainstream candidates would 
only get their vote counted once.

The winner should be the one 
who comes first, but under AV 
the candidate who comes second 
or even third could be elected. I 
don’t think that’s “fair”. Our current 
electoral system is by far and 
away the most popular system in 
the world and for good reason – 
everyone knows that the candidate 
who receives the most votes wins 
the election, it’s as simple as that.

The Labour leadership election 
showed that AV doesn’t work. David 
Miliband won the support of most 
Labour MPs and Party Members, and 
was ahead in the first three rounds

of voting – and yet Ed Miliband 
became the shock new Labour 
leader after sneaking the fourth 
round by just 1%.

You’ll no doubt have received lots 
of leaflets and letters through your 
door telling you why you should 
vote ‘Yes’ or ‘No’. I’m clear if we get 
a ‘Yes’ vote on May 5th Britain could 
be stuck with an unfair, expensive 
and discredited voting system for 
generations to come. 

Referendums can be decided by 
only a few thousand votes. Whatever 
you’re doing on Thursday 5 May 
make sure you set aside some time 
to cast your vote – put simply don’t 
let someone else change the system 
for electing your MP.

On Thursday 5 May I hope you will 
set aside some time to make your 
voice heard and say ‘No’ to the 
Alternative Vote. 

DAVID CAMERON: 
Why I’m voting ‘No’
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“The most worthless 
votes for the most 
worthless candidates”
Sir Winston Churchill on AV (1931)

The choice is between our tried 
and tested system – which 
is based on the fundamental 
British principle of ‘One Person, 
One Vote’ – and the ‘Alternative 
Vote’ system, which would 
allow some people to have their 
votes counted more times than 
others.

That’s why great national 
leaders, like Winston Churchill, 
opposed the ‘AV’ system. 

If you believe that everyone 
should have one vote – and that 
the candidate who comes first 
should win – come out and vote 
‘No’ on Thursday 5 May.

On 5 May you will get 
the chance to vote in the 
referendum on whether to 
change our voting system.
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MYTH  AV would end ‘safe seats’ and ‘jobs for life’.
REALITY  AV would make no di#erence in over 200 seats where the sitting MP 

already has 50% of the vote. And it would actually create new safe seats 
where some voters’ second preferences would regularly prop up another 
candidate.

MYTH AV would end wasted votes.
REALITY AV doesn’t solve the ‘problem’ of wasted votes: in a seat won on 51% of an 

AV vote, 49% of ballots would still be ‘wasted’.

MYTH AV would eliminate the need for tactical voting.
REALITY AV wouldn’t get rid of tactical voting; it would just make it more 

complicated, because the order in which candidates are eliminated a#ects 
the result. 

MYTH  MPs would need to secure at least 50% of the vote under AV.
REALITY  Under AV, candidates only get elected with 50% of the votes still remaining 

in the count – not 50% of the votes in total. Independent academics have 
predicted that more than 4 out of 10 MPs would be elected with less than 
50% support under AV.

MYTH AV is a proportional system.
REALITY AV is even less proportional than our current system. In three out of the 

past four British elections, AV would have produced more disproportionate 
results than First Past the Post. And in landslide elections like 1997, AV 
would have dramatically exaggerated the winners’ majority.

MYTH AV shuts the door on extremists such as the BNP.
REALITY No extremist party has ever won a seat in Parliament under our current 

system. But AV would give extremists more influence, because it’s the votes 
of the least popular parties which are the first to be redistributed. So under 
AV there would be an incentive for mainstream politicians to pander to 
extremists to try and win their second preferences.

Some myths about 
the Alternative Vote


